3i8             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
And they were fortunate. They fell
Upon rich booty and fair sack
And with them brought it safely back.
And thirty Saracens they slew
And they took fifty captives, too.
To Jaffa they returned, where they
Kept for themselves one-half their prey,                              8,280
Of which they scarce knew the amount;
The other half was for the count.42
The sergeants' portion then was sold
For besants Saracen, 'tis told,
Fourteen hundred or more, all sound
And of the proper weight and round.43
A  RAID   INTO   EGYPT
The Saturday which followed on                                    Mar. 2 8
This day, came forth from Ascalon
All who had horses, to pursue
And capture prey of which they knew                                 8,290
By information gleaned from spies.
They carried out their enterprise.
Those tell, who saw this episode,
How into Egypt these men rode.
Four leagues past Le Daron they sped 5
Horses and mares they captured.
Of sheep and cattle large and small
They took seven hundred, and withal
Took thirty camels and a score
Of asses. They took, furthermore,                                        8,300
More than ninescore of miscreants,44 men
And women and small children. Then,
In satisfaction and content,
Straight back to Ascalon they went.45
42 The htnerarium (p. 324) calls him the count who governed the city. This would
be Geoffrey de Lusignan, count of Jaffa and Ascalon.
43 Ibid* (p. 325) g-ives 8,000 besants Saracen, "probatae monetae."
^Ibid* (p. 325) reads "fere ducentos," with their wives and children.
**Ibid, (p. 325) tells how Richard knighted the son of Saphadin, "ad hoc trans-
missum," on Palm Sunday.